
Business Plan Competition 2015 

Key Dates Activities/Events 

September 25 Early registration deadline, $55 fee (discounted rate) 

October 2 Registration deadline, $75 fee due. 

October 7 
Orientation and Workshop— 

 (morning) Business Planning & Financing 

October 7 Workshop— (afternoon) Startup Marketing 

October 13 Mentoring Session—individual assistance 

October 15 Mentoring Session—individual assistance 

October 29 Deadline — Draft business plan due 

November 3 Entrepreneur Trade Show 

November 6 Finalists Announced 

November 16 Full Business Plans Due 

November 20 Oral Presentations & Final Judging Round 

December 2 Awards Luncheon 



Entrepreneurs, bring your business savvy to the 
table for the first annual EDC Launch San Juan 
Islands business plan competition, brought to 
you by the San Juan County Economic                
Development Council.    
 

Participants will receive instruction in planning 
and marketing, follow-up mentoring—and some 
will win cash prizes to launch their businesses! 
 

Thousands of dollars in cash prizes will be 
awarded to contest winners this year (please see 
our website for individual prize levels).      The 
bigger goal, however, is to help every entrepre-
neur involved in the contest to advance or       
improve their business. 
 

The biggest benefit is that participants get the 
counsel and support they need to get their    
businesses off to a strong start.  The contest is 
designed to help all participants even if they 
don’t advance to become finalists.   
 

Our objective is to promote the creation of new 
businesses in San Juan County, in a way that pro-
vides integral help and small financial assistance 
to the best of those small businesses.    
 
With access to in-depth business seminars 
and counseling to everyone in the contest, all 
participants should gain traction with their            
enterprises and learn what it takes to launch a 
successful business. 
 

Benefits for All Participants 
 Seminars on business planning, marketing, 

and financing. 
 Opportunities to network and collaborate 

with other entrepreneurs 
 Media coverage for contestants. 
 

Benefits for Winners 
 All of the above, plus— 

Cash prizes 
 Professional advice from team of experts. 
 Follow-up help sessions with experts in      

finance, marketing, and other business topics. 
 Feedback on plans submitted by at least five 

judges with practical business experience. 
 Significant publicity for your business through 

local media and other channels 
 

How it Works 
 Participants must be residents of San Juan 

County. 
 Participants attend classes and tutoring     

sessions that help them develop their       
business plans.  

 Plans are submitted to judges who evaluate 
each enterprise. 

 Participants with the highest scores move on 
through the next stage of the contest over 
the following two months.   

 Prize money will be awarded in two stages, 
the second half after the successful comple-
tion of key milestones. 

 The contest features a pitch-your-business 
trade show and a final oral presentation 
round in November. 

 Winners are announced at a gala awards  
banquet in December. 

 

Launch San Juan Islands will start in October 
2015 and run through early December 2015. The 
cost to participate is $75 (or $55 if registration 
received prior to September 25, 2015.). This fee 
covers direct costs for course materials and 
events. 
 

Sign up at www.sanjuansedc.org/launch.  

Questions?  Please contact Robin Carroll at 360-
378-2906 or robin@sanjuansedc.org   

http://sanjuansedc.org/launch

